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Wilson Smith Earns Medal of Honor
for Action in Washington, NC
The following is a first-person report by a young Civil War soldier, Smith, describing his activities.

“Before daylight of Sept. 6, 1862, the men of
Battery H., New York Light Artillery of which I was a corporal, were encamped in the streets of Little Washington,
N. C. We were ordered to fall in, and an expedition consisting of Battery H, four guns, a detachment of cavalry
and infantry and a supply train, started for some point
unknown to us.
The morning was dark and foggy. Several gunboats lay in the
stream…After the column had
moved six or seven blocks, firing
was heard to the left. Then a mounted officer appeared, shouting that
the town had been surprised by a
large force.
Medal of Honor, Original
Design, U. S. Army

A stampede immediately followed
this announcement and the calvary following maintained discipline…The lieutenant in
charge of one gun having disappeared in the confusion, I
assumed command and proceeded rapidly in the direction of the firing.

canister. Our piece was unsupported. As the men finished
loading, the fog lifted, and a
body of men filling the entire
street, and numbering about
600, was discovered marching
rapidly toward our gun. I hes- Wilson Smith
itated, not knowing who they
were. Just then Adjutant Guiero, of the Third New York
Cavalry, rode up and said:
‘Young man, why don’t you fire?’ I replied: ‘I don’t know
who they are.’
‘Quite right,’ he said. ‘I’ll soon see.’
He advanced in the direction of the men, but, in an instant, he wheeled and shouted: ‘In God’s name, fire!’
Then I gave the order to fire, and in a few minutes fifteen
charges of canister were hurled against the advancing
men, who first halted, and then retreated rapidly…
Continued on page 2

After advancing some blocks we came upon the remainder of the battery…We continued until we reached River
Street, where the gun was unlimbered and loaded with
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Medal of Honor Continued from Page 1
The gun was then limbered, and we followed the
enemy up the street to the next block, where the Tar
River Bridge provides an entrance to the town. Upon
arriving at the corner, we could see that the retreating
Confederates were mixed in confusion with another
regiment…(then) the horses, in making a short turn at
the entrance to the bridge, became stalled, and the gun
remained fast.
Just then the Confederates discharged a volley, a portion of which struck the wheel horses, causing them to
plunge and wheel…(and) unlimber the gun. Before it

Casino Night was
A Sparkling Success!

Field Gun 12-Pounder
could be loaded, however, the Confederates were upon
us with their bayonets, and a hand-to-hand fight ensued
in front of the gun…John Malone and John McGrehan
loaded the gun with canister. We immediately discharged
it, and after a few shots the street was rapidly cleared of
the enemy. But their rifle fire on the street was terrible.
Within a few minutes every man at the gun was killed
except John Malone and myself. Two soldiers from
Battery G…three members from Potter’s NC Infantry, and
three members of the third NY Cavalry then joined us and
assisted in working the gun.
A large body of Confederates, in the meantime, had
entered the grounds of ex-Governor Grice’s residence
(Elmwood) and was pouring volley after volley into our
detachment. The last charge left was a solid shot. All our
newly joined comrades had been killed or wounded, and
Malone and I loaded the gun for the last time. Just before
the shot was inserted into the gun a bullet shattered my
knee, and as I fired, Malone received a shot through the
body, which completely paralyzed his leg.
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He threw his arms about me and I carried him on my back
to the bridge stairs, hobbling along with the aid of my
saber…A cutter then took us both…to the gunboat Louisiana. As our gun ceased firing, the Louisiana came into
action, her guns covering the position we had abandoned,
and soon after the Confederates were in full retreat.
The next day, September 7, on my twenty-first birthday,
my leg was amputated above the knee. While I was lying
in the hospital at New Berne, Major-General J. B. Foster,
the corps commander, and Colonel J. H. Ladlie, the regimental commander, met at my bedside. The colonel said
that the action of my gun detachment had saved Little
Washington to the Union forces. “
Wilson Smith (B. Sept., 1841 Madison, NY – D. Feb. 22,
1901 Rome NY) was awarded the Medal of Honor on April
24, 1896.
“Thanks to Stephen Farrell, Reference Specialist/Archivist at
George H. & Laura E. Brown Library, for sharing the story of
Wilson Smith and the Medal of Honor with the Historic Port
of Washington Project.
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Medal of Honor Recipient Firsts,
They Paved the Way...
Dr. Mary Edwards Walker
Dr. Mary Edwards Walker, Only
Woman Ever Awarded Medal of Honor
In Nov. 1865, Dr. Edwards was awarded the Medal for valor as a surgeon in
war. While stationed in Chickamauga, Georgia, she also acted as a spy,
was captured and sent to a Confederate prison; failing eyesight
later was attributed to captivity. In 1917, an Army Review Board
revoked her medal and that of more than 900 recipients. She
refused to return her medal and wore it until her death in
1919. President Jimmy Carter restored her medal in 1977.
Sgt. William H.
Carney

Sgt. William H. Carney, First AfricanAmerican Medal of Honor Recipient
William Carney was born into slavery in 1840. As a freed
man, Carney enlisted in the 54th Massachusetts Colored
Infantry Regiment in March 1863. His unit led the charge
on Fort Wagner in Charleston, S.C. During the battle,
he caught the falling flag, and despite receiving serious
gunshot wounds, urged his fellow troops to follow him
and he planted the flag at the base of the fort. He was
promoted, and on May 23, 1900 awarded the Medal of
Honor.

Joseph H. De Castro

Joseph H. De Castro, First Hispanic
American to Win Medal of Honor
Joseph De Castro enlisted in the 19th Massachusetts
Infantry at age 16, and was a flag bearer at Gettysburg
in July 1863. During Pickett’s Charge, he bravely captured the flag of the Confederate Army’s 19th Virginia
Regiment and delivered it to his commanding officers.
President Abraham Lincoln awarded him the Medal on
December 1, 1864. De Castro enlisted with the 6th U. S.
Calvary in 1870 and served out West.

Co-Rux-Te-Chod-Ish

Co-Rux-Te-Chod-Ish, First Native
American Awarded Medal of Honor
“Mad Bear, an army scout in Kansas during the Indian
Campaigns, on July 8, 1869, ran out bravely in pursuit
of a dismounted Indian, was badly wounded by a bullet from his own command.” But the man who received
Mad Bear’s Medal on August 24, 1869 was actually
Co-Tux-A-Kah-Wadde (Traveling Bear). Traveling Bear’s
commanders had just commended him for a separate
action at Summit Springs. The error has never been
corrected.
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